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“Are You Willing to Pay the Cost to Win a Few?”
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20 (NASB)
19

An Educated man and his traveling companion were
waiting in Chicago’s crowded O’Hare Airport, when a little
woman, humbly dressed, approached and asked, “Are you
saved?” They answered, “Yes we are.” As the three of them
talked together, his traveling companion remarked, “I
admire your courage and your faith. I suspect you are
criticized and frequently embarrassed.” “Yes,” she replied,
“But it is worth it all to win a few.”
What a profound response. It is praiseworthy when you
meet fellow Christians as you journey through life. But the
truth is, when trying to share the gospel, most Christians
run the risk of encountering all sorts of opposition and
ridicule. Many Christians experience insults, attacks, and
criticism. Other Christians are mocked, slandered, and
rejected as they attempt to share the gospel with others.
Sometimes they experience public embarrassment from
people who refute Christ. In fact, on one occasion I was
sharing the gospel with one of my closest business peers,
who had a Ph.D. in Math, and here is his response: “What
kind of a person, in their right mind, with any degree of
intelligence, would even dare to take the Bible and Christ
literally. It is completely baffling to me.” In essence, this
man called me a fool! So, what do you do? Do you simply

give up on attempting to make disciples of Christ or do you
take the risk? In other words, are you willing to pay the cost
of winning a few?
In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus gave the disciples the Great
Commission, after His resurrection. Jesus tells the disciples
to make disciples, by sharing the gospel. And those who
receive the gospel were to declare their faith in Him,
through baptism. Secondly, all new converts were to be
taught to observe the Word, and to obey the Word. But, as
the disciples did so, they experienced fierce rejection and
hardships. They were whipped, stoned, arrested, falsely
accused, spat upon, and ridiculed. Yet they persevered, and
endured opposition. Why, because they were willing to pay
the cost of winning a few, so that Christ would be glorified.
They presented their bodies as a living sacrifice and
endured mistreatment as an act of worship, for the purpose
pleasing God, and winning lost souls to Christ.
So here is the question……are you willing to pay the cost to
win a few? Are you willing to endure criticism and
embarrassment, as you fulfill the Great Commission of
making disciples? If not, it may be because you lack courage
and faith to do what Jesus commands. Remember, without
faith; it is impossible to please God. It is the presence of
Christ, by the indwelling Holy Spirit, that gives us the
strength to pursue the Great Commission of making
disciples. If God is for us, whom shall we fear? Not only is
God for us, but Christ is with us. Now go, make disciples,
because it is well worth the risk. Jesus took the same risk
for you. Now Go! By the way, my business peer accepted
Christ!

“The Gospel is only good news… if it gets there in time!”
– Carl F. H. Henry
– Min. Darrell Rose

Tuesday, October 9, 2018

"Go and Tell!"
And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach
the Good News to everyone. 16 Anyone who believes and is
baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will
be condemned. 17 These miraculous signs will accompany
those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name,
and they will speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to
handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything
poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their
hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”
Mark 16:15-18 (NLT)
15

Have you ever in your life been instructed to go and do
something? I can remember like it was yesterday when I
was growing up and my dad would tell me, “Justin, go take
out the trash.” He never said it nicely, because he was a
Vietnam veteran; so he had a little more strength in his
voice. When he would tell me to do something he never was
asking me “hey can you?” My dad was always telling me go
take out the, and if I didn’t do what he said, I would be in
trouble. Still to this day, when I go home to visit, he will tell

me to go and take out the trash. Even as a thirty-three-yearold man, he still tells me to go and take out the trash.
In today’s Great Commission passage, from the Gospel of
Mark, Jesus is authoritatively instructing His disciples, and
by extension all Believers, to go and share the Good News
about Him to everyone, everywhere. There is no, “Can you
go and preach?” There is no, “Will you go and preach?” He
(Jesus) says, “GO!” The word “go” in this passage is a
command, and when Jesus commands us to do something,
we should do it, without reservation or hesitation. The
Good News of Jesus’ death and resurrection is for everyone,
everywhere. All people must to have an opportunity to hear
the Good News, shared by Jesus’ disciples, and given the
opportunity to respond. A response of faith leads to
salvation, being delivered from the penalty of sin and into a
personal relationship with the Jesus, our Savior. Whereas a
response of unbelief results in condemnation, paying the
penalty for their own sin. Baptism is not a prerequisite for
salvation, but evidence of salvation.
It is a sin to not do what Jesus commands. As you grow in
your relationship with the Lord, the more you spend time
with Him, He will give you opportunities to share his word.
I want to challenge to step outside of your comfort zone
and tell your coworkers or someone you regularly don’t
talk to about Jesus. If you are wondering how you go about
sharing the gospel with the world? Let’s go over some steps
to get you started in the right direction.
1. Spend daily quiet time with God.
2. Become aware of those around you, listen for areas
of brokenness and need.

3. Commit that person(s) in prayer to God to provide
an opportunity.
4. Show that person you care, using kind and
encouraging words or acts of kindness.
5. Be ready to share, letting the Holy Spirit speak
through you, using your testimony, etc.
Remember the Lord died for you, shed blood for you. His
resurrection is what He wants you to tell people about so
with that being said Go and make disciples.
And how will anyone go and tell them without being
sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are
the fee of messengers who bring good news!” (Romans
10:15, NLT)
People are waiting to hear from you.
– Min. Justin Pouncil

Wednesday, October 10, 2018

“Get To Work!”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the
Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
48 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my
45

Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”
Luke 24: 45-49 (NIV)
Henry Chadwick writes, in “The Pelican History of The Early
Church,” “Many historians believe that central to the rise of
Christianity was the simple fact that Christians generously
loved each other and their neighbors. They point out that in
the ancient world mercy was widely seen as a character
defect that ran counter to justice. Justice demanded people
get what they deserved and was seen as appropriate, where
mercy extended grace, love, and kindness to people who
had done nothing to deserve it. Yet the Christians valued
mercy. Christian communities became places where people
tended to live longer and healthier lives, for when they
suffered sickness, poverty or mishap, they had brothers and
sisters in Christ who provided for their needs. And
Christians extended love way beyond the boundaries of
family and congregation to their pagan neighbors. So
striking was the Christian commitment to generous love
that when the fourth century Emperor Julian sought to
restore paganism to the Empire he instructed the pagan
priesthood to follow the example of the Christians”
The scriptural account in Luke 24 occurs after Jesus’
resurrection, days before His ascension to Heaven. Before
Jesus ascends, He reveals Himself to the disciples and
“opened their minds to understand the scriptures” so that
they may be “witnesses of these things” written of Him –
His death, burial and resurrection – the foundation of the
Gospel. This account continues in Acts 1, as they saw Jesus
ascend to Heaven. The awe at the ascension in Acts leads
immediately to the heavenly charge, “Why are you still
standing here, gazing at the sky? This same Jesus you saw

taken up will return in just the same way you saw Him
going into the sky.” In other words, “The master will return.
Now you, go get to work!”
As believers and followers of Jesus Christ, this is our task.
We are called to witness. But we are called to witness in a
way that goes beyond merely testifying to the events that
have happened. We witness to the needs, concerns, joys,
and celebrations in our community and the world around
us as well. We engage the world through prayer and action.
Witnessing does not mean shoving our faith down
someone's throat or threatening them with eternal hellfire
if they don't believe like we do. It's simply telling others
where we sensed God at work – at home or work, at church
or school, through a stranger or a friend, a doctor or
teacher or neighbor, even through ourselves. Bearing
witness is nothing more than saying where you think God is
at work in your life and the world. This can be a difficult
task – particularly in our time, when Christianity is often
used to divide rather than unite. So ask the Lord to guide
your thinking and actions in ways that bring about unity
and overcome division. Ask the ascended Lord to empower
you to show love and light in the darkness of division.
“By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if
you love one another.” John 13:35 (NIV)
Love others so radically that they wonder why.
- Unknown
– Min. Mark Taylor

Thursday, October 11, 2018

“The Sent One Sends Many”
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I am sending you." 22 And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld."
John 20:21-23 (ESV)
21

Be all that you can be! Some of you are old enough to
remember this famous tagline. The US Army used this
tagline to help recruitment in the mid to late nineties. Most
of the commercials showed young men and women sent
out defending this country. The army is on a mission at all
times because, the balance between peace and calamity is
slim. If the US has a army sent out ready to fight, how much
greater should the King of Kings army be?
In our focal passage today, we read Jesus sending His
disciples out to the world bringing peace and forgiveness of
sins. Jesus has just entered a secret locked room, where the
disciples were scared and hiding, because they believed
that the Jewish leaders were after them, for stealing Jesus’
body. To prove it was really Him, Jesus shows them the
wounds from His crucifixion. Then He gives them the
mission He has been on since the beginning. Jesus was sent
by His Father to save the world, and through His blood, give
access to forgiveness of sin.
Whether you know it or not you, if you have been saved by
the blood of Jesus, you are a part of God's family, God’s

army. Our mission, and we don’t have a choice, is to share
with everyone, everywhere about the Prince of Peace and
His message of peace with God, through His death on the
cross. Jesus gives His disciples the authority to announce a
person’s forgiveness, if they believe in Him. And to ensure
the effectiveness of the mission, Jesus empowers His
disciples with the Holy Spirit. How much more can we do
than the disciples?
In John 14:12 Jesus says, "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever
believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater
works than these will he do, because I am going to the
Father.” We have all of the avenues and technology, at our
disposal, to tell people about Jesus, but we don't. We have
been sent by the Prince of Peace in order to show people
how to be a part of God’s family. You can be all that you can
be in God's army, if you recognize you are sent and
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Think about the impact of
God's army, if we all make an effort to be on mission for
Christ?
As a soldier in God’s army, we are to share in Jesus’ mission to
spread the word of His redemption throughout the world.
You have been sent. Now go!
– Min. Dennis Campbell, Jr.

Friday, October 12, 2018

Can I Get A W. I. T. N. E. S. S. ?
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part
of the earth.
Acts 1:8 (NASV)
The Spring of 1989, I pledged a fraternity called Omega Psi
Phi. My reason for pledging was two-fold. The first reason
for pledging was that I absolutely loved the way the
Omegas stepped. They stepped with so much enthusiasm
and vigor, which I felt was a good a match to my
personality. The second reason was that I truly wanted to
make a positive difference in the fraternity. You see My
father was also an Omega and I had seen first-hand how he
allowed the fraternity to change him for the worst. I didn't
want to follow in his footsteps, so I did my very best to not
allow the fraternity to "make me" but I wanted to be
instrumental in "making the fraternity".
I have to admit, it certainly wasn't easy being a Christian in
the Omega Psi Fraternity. And often times I wondered if I
were truly making a difference that I so desperately aspired
to do. It wasn't until 3 years after I had been in the
fraternity that I questioned whether or not I was truly
making a difference. One cold night three of my fraternity
brothers were driving back from a party in Dallas when My
fraternity brother who was driving fell asleep at the wheel.
Raymond Tate and Roderick Black who were the
passengers were killed instantly. Thankfully, the
driver survived and is alive and well and escaped with

some very minor injuries apart from the emotional scars
that he has had to endure.
When I first heard the news, it was a heart wrenching pain
that I never felt before. And the first question that I was
asking myself was, "Terry did you witness to them?" I was
close to both of them. Roderick had just taken me home a
couple days before. Raymond and I would play basketball
together frequently. It was literally 'messing me’ up
emotionally trying to remember if God had used me to
share Christ with them. I knew they knew I was a Christian;
but was I bold enough to share my faith with them before
they left this earth? I now realized that any opportunity
that I had was now gone.
In Acts 1:8, Jesus is about to leave the earth and return to
His Father. And before He does, He has some very strong
departing words for His disciples. To sum up this verse, I
can hear Jesus saying in a ghetto-hood voice, "Can I get a
Witness?" If you are a child of God and you are reading this
devotional that means that you have the opportunity to be
a witness. In fact, we are called to be His witnesses
wherever you are and wherever you may go. Many of us
know family members and friends that are without
Christ. We may even know co-workers who are without
Christ. And unfortunately, many times we think we have all
the time in the world to be a witness. But the truth of the
matter is "tomorrow is not promised".
Today is a mighty good day to start being an effective W. I.
T. N. E. S. S. for God. In fact, below you will find a few
suggestions on a few good starting places.

Write a kind note
Invite someone to church
Tell someone your testimony
Bake your Neighbor some cookies
Eat with an unbeliever
Smile, smile, smile;
Send a personal card to encourage
someone who is hurting.
Remember that we can only be witnesses through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Can Jesus get a WITNESS?
– Min. Terry Borens

