
Jesus and His disciples traveled to 
Jerusalem. When they neared Bethphage 
(BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two of His disciples 
ahead into a village. “As soon as you enter 
the village,” Jesus told them, “you will find 
a young donkey tied there. No one has ever 
sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone 
says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 
‘The Lord needs it.’”

The disciples did as Jesus asked. As they 
untied the donkey, its owners asked why. “The 
Lord needs it,” they said. Then they brought 
the donkey to Jesus, threw their robes onto 
the donkey, and helped Jesus get onto it. 
People spread their robes along the road for 
Jesus, and others spread palm branches cut 
from the fields.

The whole crowd praised God with a 
loud voice for all the miracles they had seen. 
“Hosanna!” they said. “Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 
the highest heaven!” The word hosanna means 
“save now.” The people welcomed Jesus as their 
promised King. They hoped He would save 
them from the Romans. Some religious leaders 
asked Jesus to tell His disciples to be quiet. 

Jesus answered, “If they did not praise Me, 
the rocks would praise Me!”

While Jesus was in the temple complex, 
people who were blind and people who were 
lame came to Him. Jesus healed them. The 
blind and lame would not have been allowed to 
worship in the temple. 

Other religious leaders saw Jesus’ miracles 
and heard the children saying, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” They were very angry and asked 
Jesus, “Do You hear what these children are 
saying?” They were saying Jesus is the king.

“Yes,” Jesus told them. The writer of the 
Psalms had said, “You have prepared praise from 
the mouths of children and nursing infants.”

Jesus left them and went to the town of 
Bethany to spend the night.

Christ Connection: During Jesus’ triumphal 
entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus 
was the Messiah spoken about by the prophet 
Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; 
He is righteous and victorious, humble and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” 
(Zechariah 9:9). One day, Jesus will return to 
earth on a white horse as King over everything.

Unit 26, Session 1

Jesus’ Triumphal 
Entry
Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; 
John 12

Story Point: People welcomed 
Jesus to Jerusalem as their 
King.

Open your Bible and read aloud Matthew 21:1-17, or tell the story from the following Bible story script.
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INTRODUCE the Story

WELCOME TIME

Greet each preteen as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 
sheets, and help new kids connect to your group. Prompt kids to imagine they are preparing 
to welcome a king to church today. What do they think they would need to do to get ready?

OPTION 1: Guess the word

Supplies: dry erase board or sticky notes, marker

Lead the kids in a guess-the-word game using key words from today’s Bible story. (hosanna, 
triumphal, Jesus, Jerusalem, king, donkey, Messiah, Roman, temple) Draw a blank for each letter 
of the word on a dry erase board or use sticky notes on the wall. Call on kids one at a time to 
guess a letter. If a player guesses a letter in the word, he can guess another. If a player guesses 
a letter that does not appear in the word, his turn is over and play passes to the next kid. The 
player who completes the word is the winner. Play as time allows.

• Based on these words, what do you think our Bible story is about?

OPTION 2: Explore the story

Supplies: 12 plastic eggs, story props (small leaf, nickels or quarters, thimble, bread, red or purple 
cloth, small crown, nails, numbered cube, piece of sponge, thin fabric, small rock)

Before the session, conceal the props inside separate eggs. Hide the eggs around the room. 
Leave one egg empty. Challenge kids to find and collect all the eggs. Invite kids to open the 
eggs one at a time. Discuss what the items inside might have to do with today’s Bible story.

Story props: small leaf—People waved palm branches to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem. 
(Matt. 21:8); nickels or quarters—Judas received 30 pieces of silver for betraying Jesus. (Matt. 
26:15); thimble—Jesus said His blood is like the cup at the Last Supper. (Matt. 26:27-28); 
bread—Jesus said His body is like the bread at the Last Supper. (Matt. 26:26); red or purple 
cloth—Soldiers put a robe on Jesus. (Matt. 27:28); small crown—Soldiers put a crown of 
thorns on Jesus’ head. (Matt. 27:29); nails—Jesus was nailed to the cross. (Matt. 27:35); 
numbered cube—Soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ clothing. (Matt. 27:35); piece of sponge—
Soldiers offered Jesus sour wine. (Matt. 27:48); thin fabric—Jesus’ body was wrapped in linen. 
(Matt. 27:59); small rock—A large stone was rolled in front of Jesus’ tomb. (Matt. 27:60); 
(empty)—On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. The tomb was empty! (Matt. 28:6)

• Do any of these items seem unusual to you? Why?
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The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the Bible fit 
together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Today we are going to hear about Jesus' triumphal entry. Whether this is your first time or 
your tenth time hearing this story, there is always something new to learn in God’s Word.

Read from Matthew 21:1-17.

• What does this story teach us about God?

God often does things in ways we don't expect. The people had seen all that Jesus had 
done: His miracles and healing of the sick. Now they expected Him to conquer the Romans 
and reign as King. That is not what Jesus did, but He would save His people in an even 
greater way.

• Why was Passover such an important time for the Jewish people?

Passover was not just a special meal, but a weeklong celebration of what God had done to free 
His people from slavery in Egypt. This was especially important for the Jews during Jesus’ 
day because they were again under oppression—this time under the Roman Empire. They 
were looking for the rescuer, or Messiah, whom the prophets from long ago had said would 
come.

• Form groups of two or three and practice retelling the Bible story 
in your own words. Think of someone you could share the story 
with this week.

CHRIST CONNECTION

During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus was the Messiah spoken 
about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; He is righteous and 
victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). One 
day, Jesus will return to earth on a white horse as King over everything.

TEACH the Story
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TEACH the Story

MISSIONS MOMENT

Ask kids who thinks they can run fast. Have they ever run a race? Explain that running fast 
might not seem like something useful for a missionary to do, but we are going to learn about 
a missionary who used that skill to share Jesus. Eric Liddell was his name and he had a special 
life of serving Jesus. Emphasize that missionaries share the same stories about Jesus that we 
learn, like our story today about how people welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem as their King. We 
can share these stories, too, and be on mission with God.

PRAY

God, thank You that out of Your love for us, You provided Your Son as the Messiah, the One 
who saves us from our sins. Thank You for being the eternal King who will reign over all. May 
we welcome You as King in every part of our lives. We love You, Lord. Amen.

THE GOSPEL: GOD’S PLAN FOR ME
The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. 
Use Scripture and the guide provided below to explain how to become a Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and where they can ask questions.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that because God 
created everything, He is in charge of everything. Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell kids that 
everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us from God. Read Romans 
3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must punish sin. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever received?” Say that Jesus 
took our punishment for sin by giving His life, and He gives us His righteousness. 
God sees us as if we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever! 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to make. Ask: “Will you 
trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can turn from self and sin and turn to 
Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.
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Big Picture Question
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus lived a sinless life, 

died on the cross, and rose from the dead.

Jesus is the promised Messiah who came to save sinners. He is worthy of all praise.

• How could you make new neighbors feel welcome?
• What ways will you make others feel welcome—at home, at school, 

or in the community?

Distribute Bibles. Guide preteens to open their Bibles to Matthew 21. Choose a volunteer to 
read aloud Matthew 21:9. Explain that the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry is found in all four 
Gospels. All four of the accounts of the triumphal entry bring different details to the story. 
Because our Bible story today, as well as many others, are recorded in many of the Gospels, we 
are able to have a deeper insight into Jesus’ life and ministry.

Choose another volunteer to read aloud Matthew 21:9 again. Then lead the group to discuss 
the following questions.

1. Why do you think the people welcomed Jesus as King?

Help kids recognize that the people knew the prophecies and believed Jesus was the Messiah 
who was promised long ago. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 118:26.)

2. What type of Messiah were the Jewish people expecting? 

Help kids recognize that many were expecting the Messiah to be the conqueror of the Roman 
Empire, but God had another plan—a plan to save people from sin.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 55:9.)

3. What are some things you can trust God with in your life, knowing 
that His plans are best? 

Help kids recognize that God is trustworthy and we can trust Him in all areas of our life. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5-6.)

APPLY the Story
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